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Exammer Ocampo: 

Followirtg this narrative are proposed claim changes for your consideration. 

As recenUy discussed, at page 14 lines 24-27 of the specification, support for the feature added to 
claims 1 and other claims can be found. In our view, in order for the disclosed apparatus and 
methods to be operative, the tightening nut 74 and protector plate 76 illustrated in Figure 3, and in 
other figures, must be removed from the upper end of the center post 30 and replaced by the 
components of the attachment member which are sized to be smaller than the central aperture of 
the a least one fihered discount or stacks of cell-type filter cartridges. 

•Die importance of this feature is clearly illustrated at page 15 lines 1-12 and in Figure 7 which 
shows the center post member being separated from the at least one filter disk to facilitate the 
discardmg of used cartridges and the preparation of the center post disk handling apparahis 10 
for use m another operation. 

Specifically, it is believed none of the cutrently applied references discloses, suggests or teaches 
the structure having this particular configuration. Thus, we believe that the presently presented 
claims are allowable over the prior art references of record. 

With respect to amended claim 1$, the amendments to this claim are directed toward eliminating 
the cleaning obstacles associated with the prior att housings, as stated at page 15 lines 23^32 and 
page 16, hnes 1-15, Thus, the additional feature providing a substantially direct flow path for the 
fluid resulting froin the removal of the central post assembly clearly facilitates the cleaning of the 

lefe'^'ceSS^^ """^ '""^^^"^ ^" prior art 

"'T' """^ f*^*"" attachment member having it 
OU«.de dtmensjons smaller than a central aperture of a filter desk or cartridge stack, as disoSssed 
above relative to claim 1, is believed distinguishing over the prior art nsfet^ees of iwoni 

aooHcS "S*',"'^^ ^"^ ''J"*^''"' ^^^^ prosecution of this 

tZ Sk^^ /^^^ f ^" *° ^ believe 
SZt^^ZllT'" h'*^'"' V ^''"^^^ <"=«'yP«t«>tablydifreren;iates over the 
^kTe^o if h.r% r**"*^ °PP^™ty to «plai„ our specific reasoning 
ZZrt It S"*" "ew unexamined material has been added to the claims otto than 

to^e the subject matter of certain dependent claims and combine that subject m^r Se 
ongmal mdependenl claims, we submit that no new search would be requitid LTto^ch 

on the Patent Office as opposed to increasing the burden on the Patent Office. 

We look forward to receiving your positive response. 

Respectfully, 

R. Thomas Payne 
Registration No. 30,674 
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1 . An apparatus for handling filter disks, the apparatus comprising: 
a center post member having first and second end portions; 
an attachment mfiajiswefflbef removably operariveiy connected to the 
first end portion of the center post member, the attachment meansffien^^ including 
means for fecilitating the lifting of least one filter disks from a first position to a 
second position, wherein the attachment means h n an outside dimension which 
smaller than n central aperture formed in the at least oitfe filter disk, thereby allowin g th^ 
at least o ne filter disk to be sUd over the attachmenf means such that apparatus is 
separated from the at lea$t one filter dis k by sliding the apparatus out ffom the center nf 
the cartridge stack : and 

an adapter member, operatively connected to the second end portion of 
the center post member, the adaptor mombof for supporting the at least one filter disk 
whkh-when &e at least one filter di^kjs operatively positioned relative to the center 
post monibc ra pparatus . 
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16. A filter assembly comprising; 

a housing having an interior chambe r for processing fluid, a central axis 
and a bottom portion; 

a base member having opposed upper and lower surfaces and at least an 
inlet portion and an outlet portion, the upper surface being operative to seahngly engage 
the bottom portion of the housing; and 

at least one insert assembly sealingly engaged within the at least one 
outlet portion of the base member, the insert assembly comprising: 

an upper surface which mates with the upper surface of 
1 0 the ba$e member; aud 

a central aperture for sealing engagement with a 6e»tw 
poot QGaGmblyhandling apparatus that has at least one 6lter disk engaged 
thereon, the central aperture providing a crevice-free flow path through 
the insert assembly when the center post aajombh to dlina apparatus is 
disengaged therefrom th e reb>^ focihtating tho oloanine of th e interior 
€haffiW guch that, after the removal of the fiher disk handling flppnr^hi^ 
from sealing engagement with M ie bottom portion of the housing, a 
substantially direct flow path for the ftn id results rh^^bv facihtatim? the 
cleanmg of t he Interior chamber of the housing . 



15 



PAGE4/7*RCVD AT 11M0034:20:35 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SW^^^^ 



NOlJ-20-2003 16:55 



CUND INC 



203 238 8962 P. 05 



CUr*O-330,1 



10 



15 



20 



25 



24. A metiiod for handling filter disks from an initial position to a second 
pQsitioa^<;h that the used filter disks arg remnveH. the method comprising the acts of: 
providing at least one filter diskt 
— operatively witioninfi m sitioned on tho nt \c . :^r . t nna ff itnr ^ ^rh - ^ 
handling apparatus, the handling apparatus comprising: 

a center post member having a firat end portion and a second end 
portion; 

an attachment member, operatively engaged with the first end 
portion of the center post member and including means for facilitating 
the lifting of at least one filter disk from an initial position to a second 
position, wherein the attachmtant m ember has an outside dimwi^ir^n 
which is smaller than a centrfll aperture frmned in the at least one, filter 
disk, dierehv allowing the l^ ast one filter disk to be slid over th. 
attachment members such that liandlin^ an pamtiis is sepaivited frnni the 
at least one filter disk by sl iding the handUng acnaratiis o ut from the 
center of the at least one filtei- Hi .i^; ^^.ri 

an adapter member, operatively connected to the second end 
portion of the center post member for supporting the at least one filter 
^^^^ when the at least one filt^ Hkv ^p.rotj^^iy positioned relative to 
the center post member; 

attaching a-a vertical lifting boist device to the handling apparatus; and 
vertically Umngfaistftg the handling apparatus and the at least one filter 

di$k;-aHd 

relocating the at least one filter.disk from the initial position lo_the 
second positio n: and 

at the second t^o.<^ition. sliding the h andlirf. «pp.r. nis out frnn^ th^ r.nt^ 
of the at least one filr^ disk .uch that the h.ndNn^ .pp.r.^,. ^..^ 
the at least one filter ^UV 
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25. An apparatus for handling filter disks, the apparatus comprising: 

aa elongatodcgntCT post member having first and second end portions; 
tai attachment member operatively connected to the first end ponion of 
the QlotTgatod cgnter post member, the attachment member providing means for 
facilitating the lifting of the handling apparatus from an instaUed position to a remote 
location; the installed position being when the handling apparatus is operatively 
positioned withm a filter beasjagajsembly and the remote location being a location 
exterior to the filter Hetemgassemblv. wherHn th. :.^t achment mfmh^r ha.^ ^r> mit.iH^ 
dimension which is smalfer than a centr^T aperture forniH in the at least nne filter di.k. 
thereby allowing the at leRSt one filter di.W f p be slid the attachment memherc c...h 
that apparatus is senarateH ftom tlie «t 1,.^ct one filter di.k by sliding the flp p^o.fnc ...t- 
from the center of th e at least one filter di^V - 

an adapter member, operatively connected to the second end portion of 
the clon^otLdcenter post member, the adaptor mcmbcij or supporting at least one filter 
^^^^ when the at least one filt^ Ht<v ^.hi^Vc operatively positioned relative to the 
e longatsd adapter- pes^ member; and 

a lifting device, operatively connected to the attachment member, for 
^icallymioing£ giaoving the handling apparatus from the filter a.^^^mhiy «M.h that the 
at least one filter disk can be transported fiom the installed position to the remote 
20 location. 
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38. A filter assembly comprising; 

a housing having an interior chamber, a centnaJ axis and a bottom portion; 
a base member having opposed upper and lower surfaces and at least an 
inlet portion and an outlet portion, the upper surfece being operative to sealingly engage 
the bottom portion of the housing; 

at least one insert assembly sealingly engaged within the at least one outlet 
portion of the base member, the insert assembly comprising: 

an upper surface which mates with the upper surface of the base 

member; 

a central aperture for sealing engagement with fefr^contor pof>* 
asseffibiyhandHn}^ apparams having at least one filter disk opcratively positioned 
thereon, the central aperture providing a erevice-frec flow path through the insert 
assembly when the rf^ nter post mcmb iii handlinQ annftramg is disengaged 
therefrom thereby facilitating the cleaning of the interior ^aa^b ^hamber: and . 
at least one filter disk having a central aperture operatively fomied feweiBt 
te dtfaereia wherein tb^ 

fr^nter pQ&t aaDQnibWliandUn& annaTatn.; .«n^ud.iing;v^g^^ 

a center post member having first and second end portions; 
an attachment member operatively connected to the first end 
portion of the center post member, for operatively connecting and disengaging the 
CBntor pos ^^^sembly haudling apparanis from the at least one insert assembly 
wherein the anflehme-nr mr^mber ha., nnt .jdg dimen^inr^ wh ich is ,m^]Ur ih.n . 
central apemir^ fowd in the at lea;;t np^ filt er disk, th^t^by .l lpwinfr the 1..^ . 
one filter disk m he slid over the attachment ^^ ^^ 
apparanis is separated from me at lea.st filt er di.k hv .ifHin p t^. >,...^i;„^ 
apparatus out from the central nne rture of the l.. st one filter Ai^- and 

an adapter member, operatively connected to the second end 
portion of the center post member, for supporting the at least one filter disk when 
the at least one filter disk is operatively^ positioned on the contor po.t 
^^mbefhan dlin^ apparatm and for sealingly engaging with the central aperture 
when the r ^n r ^r post momb o ^ ha ry^Iin^ appaiatu. is in the installed position in the 
housing. 
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